Possible P3 Project — North-South Corridor

The proposed 45-mile-long North—South Corridor is bounded by United States Route 60 (US 60) in the
north and Interstate 10 (I-10) in the south. The northern terminus of the Corridor is near Apache
Junction on US 60. The southern terminus is at I-10 between Marana and Eloy. Coolidge and Florence
are centered in the roughly rectangular-shaped Corridor approximately 45 miles long by 10 miles wide.
The corridor was identified in ADOT’s bqAZ Statewide Framework as a potential alternative North-South
corridor to Interstate 10 in the southeast Maricopa and Central Pinal County areas. The Corridor is
located within the Sun Corridor Region, a much larger, linear area of high population density. The Region
is anchored by Tucson and Phoenix, but is envisioned to eventually stretch from the Mexican border to
beyond Prescott, Arizona. The Region is one of 20 megapolitan areas across the United States that
demographers have identified as the focus of the majority of the country’s future growth. The urbanized
areas of Tucson and Phoenix are anticipated to grow into one “megaregion” with 15 million people by
2060. More than 80 percent of Arizonans now live in the Region. Although growth in Arizona has slowed
as part of the recent economic downturn, the Region is still expected to expand from a current
population of about 5 million to nearly 10 million people (comparable to the population of metropolitan
Chicago today) by 2040.

ADOT is conducting environmental and engineering studies for the potential North-South transportation
corridor, extending for 45 miles from US 60 in the vicinity of Apache Junction, Arizona, to I-10 in the
vicinity of Picacho, Arizona. The first phase of the project involved data collection, traffic modeling and
evaluation, and development of an engineering Alternatives Selection Report. The second phase of the
project will include a Location/Design Concept Report, an Implementation Plan, Environmental Study
and Change of Access Reports.

Specifically, the project will consist of conceptual design for alignment and interchange alternatives,
drainage, right of way delineation, traffic, structures, utilities, geotechnical, and conceptual cost
estimating. Features of the corridor and study include system interchanges with US 60, I-10, and the
proposed SR 24 freeways, will include crossings of the Gila River and Queen Creek Wash, and will involve
several public entities, including the cities of Florence, Apache Junction, Eloy, Queen Creek, Mesa and
Coolidge, Pinal County, and the US Army Corps of Engineers. Environmental considerations include
cultural resources, wildlife corridors, numerous washes, and crossing of the Central Arizona Project
(CAP) Canal.

With southeastern Maricopa County and Pima County approaching high population densities, Pinal
County is becoming a critical focus area for future development and economic growth in the Region. The
Central Arizona Association of Governments is highly supportive of the development of the corridor,
anticipating that the project will generate economic development in the Maricopa County/Pinal County
region.

However, the North-South Corridor is currently unfunded, and no new source of funding has been
identified. The opportunity of building the N-S alignment in a reasonable time period is viable only if
public funding can be leveraged with private finance and/or a new revenue stream. As a result of the
nexus between economic development and infrastructure development in this particular study area, this
corridor is a good potential candidate for tolling and/or a public private partnership.



