PEL for Corridor Studies
Guidelines
The purpose of this document is to identify to components of a comprehensive PEL process. The format does not need to be narrowly followed as long as the components are addressed. Additionally, each study is context sensitive and may emphasize some components more than others or leave some components out completely. Please coordinate with the PEL planner for specific guidance. 
1. Executive Summery
2. Introduction
a. Project background
b. Discussion of public involvement / agency scoping plan 
i. Technical Advisory Committee
ii. Discuss government “notice” as specified by MAP-21
iii. Public Meetings (or workshops, etc.)
iv. Opportunity to review and comment on draft planning study
3. Preliminary Purpose and Need
a. Planning Goals
i. Relevant Federal and State legislation (if applicable)
ii. Relevant statewide or regional transportation plans (include system linkages and connectivity goals, if applicable) 
iii. Local and regional planned and programmed improvements
iv. Smart growth/sustainability – social, economic, and environmental goals (if applicable)
v. Access control (include discussion of access to public, private, and resources)
vi. Freight movement
vii. Planning horizon (design year)
viii. General mode(s) identified in planning documents
ix. General corridor or study area overview
x. Summary of planning level goals 
b. Project Need
i. Review of previous studies that support need
ii. System Linkage
iii. Population Data, Employment and Growth Patterns
iv. Land Use and Development Patterns
v. Deficiencies in existing facility conditions 
vi. Existing traffic volumes and level of service
vii. Future no-build traffic volumes and level of service 
viii. Safety data and deficiencies 
ix. Summary of project need
c. Project Purpose
i. Based on goals and needs provide a clear statement of the primary objective that the proposed action is intended to achieve 
ii. Identify the secondary objective(s) the proposed action is intended to achieve
4. Environmental Setting – Based on a review of available literature 
a. Soils and Topography
b. Water Resources
i. Summarize findings of attached water resources worksheet
ii. Identify potential studies, permits and mitigation that could be evaluated during project development
c. Sensitive biological resources
i. Summarize findings of attached biological resources worksheet
ii. Identify sensitive wildlife connectivity areas
iii. Identify additional biological studies (biological evaluation, biological review, surveys, additional wildlife connectivity studies, etc.) that are recommended during project development
d. Archaeological/historic resources
i. Summarize findings of Class 1 survey
ii. Identify additional archeological studies (class 3 survey, architectural history report, etc.) that are recommended during project development
e. Section 4(f) and 6(f) resources
i. Summarize findings of attached 4(f) worksheet
ii. Identify any additional investigations that will be necessary to complete the 4(f) evaluation during project development
iii. Identify 6(f) resources
f. Prime and unique farmlands
i. Identify the presence of prime or unique farmlands on a map of the study area
g. Visual Resources
i. Identify Scenic Road/Byway(s) in the study area
ii. Identify land-management agency visual resource management objectives in the study area and discuss agency’s visual resources management objectives 
h. Title VI/Environmental Justice Analysis
i. Summarize minority, low-income, disabled, elderly, female head-of-household populations using the attached US Census Data Sheet for the study area
i. Socioeconomic Impacts
i. Identify existing land use (residential/commercial, etc.) and transportation infrastructure in the study area
ii. Identify planned residential, commercial, industrial developments in or adjacent to the study area
j. Hazardous Materials
i. Perform records check of Arizona Department of Environmental Quality and Environmental Protection Agency databases
ii. Identify significant hazardous materials impacts in the study area and what additional studies will need to be performed during project development
k. Air Quality
i. Identify whether the project is likely to require regional conformity analysis, project level conformity analysis, or if it’s exempt from conformity
l. Noise
i. Identify sensitive noise receivers in the study area based on existing or projected future land use 
m. Provided an environmental constraints map(s) of the study area
5. Potential Alternatives
a. Alternative Development Process
b. Public Input and agency scoping
c. Identify constraints in the study area 
d. Identify a reasonable range of potential alternatives
e. Develop initial draft concepts
6. Preliminary Screening of alternatives
a. Purpose and need
b. Constructability
c. Utility Impacts
d. Driver expectation
e. Safety
f. Terrain and topography
g. Right-of-way and affected landowners
h. Increased roadway capacity
i. Travel time
j. Proximity to residences and neighborhoods
k. Planning level cost estimates
l. Environmental (see attached Impacts worksheet) 
m. Supports economic development
n. Substantial impacts and/or fatal flaws
o. Stakeholder, public, and agency coordination and input
p. Identification of unreasonable alternatives
q. Description of phasing of alternatives or interim solutions
7. Summary/Conclusions
a. Describe which alternatives should be carried forward into a NEPA study
b. Recommend coordination to be taken with resource and other agencies during the NEPA process
c. Identify environmental resource issues that need additional consideration and evaluation (studies, permits, etc.)
d. Describe any additional data or gaps in data that must be supplemented during the NEPA process
e. Describe any resources not reviewed and why
f. Identify recommended mitigation strategies including avoidance
g. Describe any other issues that should be brought to the attention of the future project team
h. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss potential funding sources (i.e., federal aid, tolls, public-private partnerships) that could be used for the project
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