
 
 
    Guidelines for Preliminary Jurisdictional Determinations 
     U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) 
     Regulatory Division, Arizona Branch 
       
 
National guidance for the processing of Jurisdictional Determinations (JDs) is described in Regulatory 
Guidance Letter 16-01 (RGL 16-01).  This guidance letter is available online at 
http://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/RGLS/rgl_6-01_app1-2.pdf?ver=2016-11-01-
091706-840. The review and processing of your Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD) will be 
facilitated if you follow the guidelines recommended by the Arizona Branch. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Notes: 
• Please upload electronic copy to - https://safe.amrdec.army.mil/safe/. Or send in an email or 

multiple emails (10MB max per email). 
• PJD request requires aerial photograph(s) of project area (electronic or 2 hardcopies). 
• PJD request requires only one copy of PJD request letter and all other supporting 

documentation/reports (electronic or hardcopy). 
• Do not “bind” information submitted to Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE).  Binder clips are 

preferred. A jurisdictional delineation is not a report but a package of the items below. 
• Cultural survey reports and biological evaluations are not required if you are only requesting a 

PJD. 

Minimum information required for processing: 

Cover (Request) Letter (see attached sample with guidance): 
1. Provide a short description of project area, identify people and date(s) of any site visits, and 

identify all other resources used.  
2. Name, address, telephone number and e-mail address of landowner(s) requesting PJD.. If agent 

is used to request the PJD a signed statement from the landowner(s) must be included that 
clearly empowers the authorized agent to act on behalf of the landowner(s). 

3. Letter from landowner(s) authorizing ACOE staff access the property for PJD purposes. Driving 
directions to the site and site access information for ACOE staff to make a site visit if necessary. 

4. Cadastral location - Township, Range, and Section (e.g. T4N, R3E, Sec. 4, NE¼) and latitude and 
longitude in Degree Decimal format (i.e. 32.123456N and 110.123456W) of the project area 
midpoint.  Please include datum, NAD 83 is preferred. 

Request for Corps Jurisdictional Determination form (see attached sample with guidance): 
1. Fill out all fields in form and sign and date. 

PJD form (see attached sample with guidance): 
1. Fill out all fields in form. If more than 6 washes, request aquatic resources (AR) excel file.  Some 

tips below when using AR excel form. 
a. If copying use ‘paste only values’.  
b. Do not disable macros, use Orange shield to validate info. 

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits/juris_info.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits/juris_info.aspx
https://safe.amrdec.army.mil/safe/
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c. Verify locations by exporting to csv and open in Google Earth. 
d. Submit in excel format and not PDF. 

2. Link - http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Regulatory-Program-and-
Permits/Guidance-Letters/ 
 

JD Characteristics Table (See attached sample): 
1. Wash name or for unnamed drainage features create alpha or alpha-numeric names such as 

Wash A, Wash B1, Wash B2, and Wash C etc.). May need to coordinate with Regulatory PM if a 
complex site.  

2. Note what characteristics were used to make jurisdictional/non-jurisdictional recommendations 
(i.e. OHWM, scour, debris, change in vegetation, soil change, isolated, man-made, water source, 
and etc) 

3. Wash width (feet), depth (feet), length (feet) and total wash area (acres) any existing drainage 
structure information. 

4. Recommend as jurisdictional or non-jurisdictional each drainage feature in table. 
 
Mapping (See attached sample with guidance): 

1. Follow mapping standards, Updated Map and Drawing Standards for the South Pacific 
Division Regulatory Program, February 10, 2016, 
http://www.spd.usace.army.mil/Portals/13/docs/regulatory/standards/MapStand020816.pdf 

2. Site Map – 8.5 x 11 portion of USGS map (1:24000 scale) with project/survey area outlined in 
black. Include quad name. 

3. If more than one landowner please provide a landowner map. Does not need to be to scale.    
4. Aerial photographs – within two years (preferred) and no smaller than 1” = 100’. Date of aerial 

and scale can be changed with prior approval from ACOE PM. Good resolution and full color in 
an 11x17 size or approved size by ACOE PM.  The aerial must include: 

a. Survey/Project area outlined in black, OHWM in red and waters of the United States in 
transparent yellow along with wash name and flow direction arrow. 

b. Legend to include north arrow, scale, scale bar, date photograph taken, project name, 
preparer’s name and date printed. 

c. Optional – placing the Corps label (below)  

Ground Level Photographs (see attached sample): 
1. In color, and clearly capture the characteristics of that drainage to demonstrate whether it’s 

jurisdictional or non-jurisdictional. 
2. Clearly key ground level photographs onto the aerial to indicate location and direction. 
3. Provide photographs in one document clearly labeled. Note: each photograph should be around 

500kb or less in size but still retain quality on 8.5 x 11 document.  
4. Provide sufficient photos to accurately represent the characteristics of any questionable site 

feature.  If roads, swales, trails etc. are located on the site and appear to be drainages, label on 
the aerial photograph and provide sufficient photos to sufficiently document the nature of the 
feature.  Please use a rod for scale in the photos and note the size of the rod. 

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Regulatory-Program-and-Permits/Guidance-Letters/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Regulatory-Program-and-Permits/Guidance-Letters/
http://www.spd.usace.army.mil/Portals/13/docs/regulatory/standards/MapStand020816.pdf
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Wetlands: 
1. Mapping - Use a transparent green color to indicate wetland area, transparent blue for open 

water.  
2. Provide a report (Use template) with data sheets which clearly demonstrate how the boundary 

was established in accordance with the Regional Supplement to the Corps Wetland Delineation: 
Arid West Region or Western Mountains, Valleys, and Coast Region. 
http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/JurisdictionalDetermination/WetlandDelin
eations.aspx 

3. If features are present on the site which may be interpreted from the aerial photo as wetlands 
but are not delineated provide sufficient information to clarify their status. 

 
Please send only information which will assist in the evaluation of the PJD request.  Concise 
and organized information is much easier to review.  If your submittal lacks any of the 
requested information listed above, it may be returned to you for additional information. 
 
Last updated:  December 2, 2016 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/JurisdictionalDetermination/WetlandDelineations.aspx
http://www.spl.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/JurisdictionalDetermination/WetlandDelineations.aspx










Appendix 1 - REQUEST FOR CORPS JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (JD) 
To: District Name Here 

• I am requesting a JD on property located at: _________________________________
(Street Address) 

City/Township/Parish: ________________  County: _______________  State: ______ 
Acreage of Parcel/Review Area for JD: ___________ 
Section: ______ Township: _______ Range: _______ 
Latitude (decimal degrees):___________ Longitude (decimal degrees): ___________ 
(For linear projects, please include the center point of the proposed alignment.) 

• Please attach a survey/plat map and vicinity map identifying location and review area for the JD.
• ___ I currently own this property.  ___ I plan to purchase this property.

___ I am an agent/consultant acting on behalf of the requestor.
___ Other (please explain): ____________________________________________________________.

• Reason for request: (check as many as applicable)
___ I intend to construct/develop a project or perform activities on this parcel which would be designed to
avoid all aquatic resources.
___ I intend to construct/develop a project or perform activities on this parcel which would be designed to
avoid all jurisdictional aquatic resources under Corps authority.
___ I intend to construct/develop a project or perform activities on this parcel which may require
authorization from the Corps, and the JD would be used to avoid and minimize impacts to jurisdictional
aquatic resources and as an initial step in a future permitting process.
___ I intend to construct/develop a project or perform activities on this parcel which may require authorization from
the Corps; this request is accompanied by my permit application and the JD is to be used in the permitting process.
___ I intend to construct/develop a project or perform activities in a navigable water of the U.S. which is
included on the district Section 10 list and/or is subject to the ebb and flow of the tide.
___ A Corps JD is required in order to obtain my local/state authorization.
___ I intend to contest jurisdiction over a particular aquatic resource and request the Corps confirm that
jurisdiction does/does not exist over the aquatic resource on the parcel.
___ I believe that the site may be comprised entirely of dry land.
___ Other: ___________________________________________________________

• Type of determination being requested:
___ I am requesting an approved JD.
___ I am requesting a preliminary JD.
___ I am requesting a “no permit required” letter as I believe my proposed activity is not regulated.
___ I am unclear as to which JD I would like to request and require additional information to inform my decision.

By signing below, you are indicating that you have the authority, or are acting as the duly authorized agent of a 
person or entity with such authority, to and do hereby grant Corps personnel right of entry to legally access the 
site if needed to perform the JD.  Your signature shall be an affirmation that you possess the requisite property 
rights to request a JD on the subject property. 

*Signature: ____________________________________ Date: _________________ 

• Typed or printed name: __________________________________________

    Company name: __________________________________________ 

   Address: __________________________________________ 

         __________________________________________ 

  Daytime phone no.: __________________________________________ 

       Email address: __________________________________________ 
*Authorities: Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 10, 33 USC 403; Clean Water Act, Section 404, 33 USC 1344; Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act, 
Section 103, 33 USC 1413; Regulatory Program of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Final Rule for 33 CFR Parts 320-332.
Principal Purpose: The information that you provide will be used in evaluating your request to determine whether there are any aquatic resources within the project 
area subject to federal jurisdiction under the regulatory authorities referenced above.
Routine Uses: This information may be shared with the Department of Justice and other federal, state, and local government agencies, and the public, and may be 
made available as part of a public notice as required by federal law.  Your name and property location where federal jurisdiction is to be determined will be included in 
the approved jurisdictional determination (AJD), which will be made available to the public on the District's website and on the Headquarters USACE website.
Disclosure: Submission of requested information is voluntary; however, if information is not provided, the request for an AJD cannot be evaluated nor can an AJD be 
issued.



Appendix 2 - PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION (PJD) FORM 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PJD:  

B. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PJD: 

C. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER:  

D. PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
(USE THE TABLE BELOW TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE AQUATIC RESOURCES AND/OR 
AQUATIC RESOURCES AT DIFFERENT SITES) 

State: County/parish/borough: City: 

Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):  

Lat.:    Long.:  

Universal Transverse Mercator: 

Name of nearest waterbody: 

E. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 
Office (Desk) Determination.  Date: 

Field Determination.  Date(s): 

TABLE OF AQUATIC RESOURCES IN REVIEW AREA WHICH “MAY BE” SUBJECT TO REGULATORY 
JURISDICTION. 

Site 
number 

Latitude 
(decimal 
degrees) 

Longitude 
(decimal 
degrees) 

Estimated amount 
of aquatic resource 
in review area 
(acreage and linear 
feet, if applicable) 

Type of aquatic 
resource (i.e., wetland 
vs. non-wetland 
waters) 

Geographic authority 
to which the aquatic 
resource “may be” 
subject (i.e., Section 
404 or Section 10/404) 



1) The Corps of Engineers believes that there may be jurisdictional aquatic resources in
the review area, and the requestor of this PJD is hereby advised of his or her option
to request and obtain an approved JD (AJD) for that review area based on an
informed decision after having discussed the various types of JDs and their
characteristics and circumstances when they may be appropriate.

2) In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or a
Nationwide General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring “pre-
construction notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting NWP or
other general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an AJD for the
activity, the permit applicant is hereby made aware that: (1) the permit applicant has
elected to seek a permit authorization based on a PJD, which does not make an
official determination of jurisdictional aquatic resources; (2) the applicant has the
option to request an AJD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit
authorization, and that basing a permit authorization on an AJD could possibly result
in less compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) the
applicant has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting the terms
and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) the applicant can
accept a permit authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and
conditions of that permit, including whatever mitigation requirements the Corps has
determined to be necessary; (5) undertaking any activity in reliance upon the subject
permit authorization without requesting an AJD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance
of the use of the PJD; (6) accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered
individual permit) or undertaking any activity in reliance on any form of Corps permit
authorization based on a PJD constitutes agreement that all aquatic resources in the
review area affected in any way by that activity will be treated as jurisdictional, and
waives any challenge to such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance
or enforcement action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7)
whether the applicant elects to use either an AJD or a PJD, the JD will be processed
as soon as practicable.  Further, an AJD, a proffered individual permit (and all terms
and conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively
appealed pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331.  If, during an administrative appeal, it
becomes appropriate to make an official determination whether geographic
jurisdiction exists over aquatic resources in the review area, or to provide an official
delineation of jurisdictional aquatic resources in the review area, the Corps will
provide an AJD to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable.  This PJD finds
that there “may be” waters of the U.S. and/or that there “may be” navigable waters of
the U.S. on the subject review area, and identifies all aquatic features in the review
area that could be affected by the proposed activity, based on the following
information:



SUPPORTING DATA.  Data reviewed for PJD (check all that apply) 

Checked items should be included in subject file.  Appropriately reference sources 
below where indicated for all checked items: 

Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the PJD requestor: 
Map: ___________________________________________________. 

Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the PJD requestor. 
Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 
Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.  Rationale: ___________________. 

Data sheets prepared by the Corps: _______________________________________________.

Corps navigable waters’ study: ____________________________________________________. 

U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas: ___________________________________________. 
USGS NHD data. 
USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps. 

U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name: _______________________________. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: ___________________________. 

National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name: ______________________________________. 

State/local wetland inventory map(s): _______________________________________________. 

FEMA/FIRM maps: ____________________________________________________________. 

100-year Floodplain Elevation is: ________________.(National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929) 
Photographs: Aerial (Name & Date): ___________________________________________. 

or        Other (Name & Date): ____________________________________________. 

Previous determination(s).  File no. and date of response letter: __________________________. 

Other information (please specify): _________________________________________________. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily 
been verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for later jurisdictional 
determinations. 

Signature and date of Signature and date of 
Regulatory staff member person requesting PJD 
completing PJD  (REQUIRED, unless obtaining  

 the signature is impracticable)1

1 Districts may establish timeframes for requestor to return signed PJD forms. If the requestor does not respond 
within the established time frame, the district may presume concurrence and no additional follow up is 
necessary prior to finalizing an action.  



 
(Place letter on Landowner/agent letterhead) 

 

Ms. Sallie Diebolt, Chief 
Arizona Section Regulatory Branch 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
3636 North Central Avenue, Suite 900 
Phoenix, AZ 85012 
 
Attention: Regulatory PM 
 
RE:        Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation 
 Project name and number 
 USACE File No.:  
 
Dear Ms. Diebolt: 
 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is planning to install concrete scour protection at the 
Eastbound (EB) Dead River bridge Structure No. 565 on Interstate 40 (I-40) from milepost (MP) 315.87 
to MP 316.17 located approximately 30 miles northeast of Holbrook, Apache County, Arizona (Figures 1 
and 2). The project occurs within and adjacent to an ADOT easement through undeveloped New Lands 
under the jurisdiction of the Navajo Nation. The cadastral location for the project area is SE ¼ of Section 
32, Township 20N, Range 25E (Gila and Salt River Baseline and Meridian). The Dead River EB bridge 
crosses the Dead Wash at UTM 618010mE, 3883003mN, NAD 83, Zone 12N.  
 
A ground survey to identify waters of the US in the project area was completed on October 25, 2007 by . 
The aerial photograph used during the ground survey was taken on an unknown date in 2005. Although 
the aerial photograph is more than 2 years old, it still accurately depicts waters of the US. Within the 
survey area, approximately 2.42 acres of the Dead Wash is proposed as waters of the US.  
 
This letter serves as a request for review and issue of the preliminary jurisdictional delineation. Included 
for your review are the following items: 

 State Location (Figure 1) and Project Vicinity (Figure 2) Maps 
 Topographic and Floodplain Map (Figure 3) 
 Drainage Area Map (Figure 4) 
 Proposed Jurisdictional Delineation with Photo Points (Figure 5)  
 Ground Photos 
 JD Tables with Physical Characteristics and Other Information 

 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to call me at 000.000.0000. 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Printed Name 
Title 
Company 
 

Comment [l1]: Will be assigned by Regulatory 
Project manager once  package is received.  

Comment [l2]: Provide brief project description 
including: type of project (roadway, development, 
utility, maintenance), location such as highway, 
milepost, geographic reference point, Township, 
Range, Section, LAT/LONG NAD83, and USGS 
maps reference. See example below 
 

Comment [l3]: Do not need copies of previous 
Corps delineation letters just reference corps file 
number. Provide any other pertinent info that is not 
documented in any of the  attached documents. 

Comment [l4]: Place consultant name, firm’s 
name here. 

Comment [l5]: Provide a list of attachments, if 
necessary. 

Comment [l6]: Name, address, telephone number 
and e-mail address of landowner requesting PJD. 
Copy of a recorded deed or tax record showing the 
landowner. If agent is used to request the PJD a 
signed statement from the landowner must be 
included that clearly empowers the authorized agent 
to act on behalf of the landowner. 
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Photos were taken January 11, 2012. The scale bar is 2 feet long with 6-inch segments. 

Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation Ground Photos 1 Project Name and Number 

Gilson Wash, Photo 1. View upstream from the west channel wash bed, facing southwest.  

Gilson Wash, Photo 3. View upstream of the high-flow area between the east and west 
channels, facing southwest.  

Gilson Wash, Photo 2. View downstream toward Gilson Wash Bridge from the west 
channel wash bed, facing northeast.  

Gilson Wash, Photo 4. View downstream toward Gilson Wash Bridge from the high-flow 
area between the east and west channels, facing northeast.  

l1corkat
Callout
scale bar for reference

l1corkat
Callout
Include banks in photos



Photos were taken January 11, 2012. The scale bar is 2 feet long with 6-inch segments. 

Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation Ground Photos 2 Project Name and Number 

Gilson Wash, Photo 5. View upstream from the east channel wash bed, facing southwest.  

Gilson Wash, Photo 7. View downstream from the wash bed, facing northeast.  

Gilson Wash, Photo 6. View downstream toward Gilson Wash Bridge from the east channel 
wash bed, facing northeast. 

Gilson Wash, Photo 8. View upstream toward Gilson Wash Bridge from the wash bed, 
facing southwest. 



June 22, 2015 Jurisdictional Delineation Including Wetlands Report Project Name and Project Number
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Figure 1. State Location Map
Project Name
Project Number

Project Location 

l1corkat
Callout
Include Project Name and Project Number (if applicable) Typical for all graphics
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June 22, 2015 Jurisdictional Delineation Including Wetlands Report for Project Name and Project Number
3 

Figure 2. Vicinity Map  
Project Name
Project Number



June 22, 2015 Jurisdictional Delineation Including Wetlands Report for Project Name Project Number 
4 

Figure 3. Jurisdictional Delineation Survey Areas, Topographic, and Floodplain Map 
Project Name
Project Number
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