Loop 101 {Price Freeway) Widening Study: US 60 (Superstition Freaway) to loop 202 {Santan Freeway)

Summary of Public Comments and Responses

In August 2014 the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) mailed a project newsletter to
addresses within one-half mile of the State Route (SR) 101L (Price Freeway) widening project,
between Baseline Road and SR 202L (Santan Freeway). The newsletter was also posted on the
project website (http://www.azdot.gov/projects/phoenix-metro-area).

Below are responses to questions received that were similar in nature, including a description of
which alternative was selected, an overview of the Maricopa Association of Governments’ (MAG)
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and funding, and questions regarding environmental review
and noise impacts. Lastly, a table listing each comment received and a response.

Selection of the Recommended Alternative

Design concepts were developed to provide one additional general-purpose lane in each direction
on the SR 101L mainline between Baseline Road and the SR202L. The alternatives were developed
to conform to the adopted regional transportation plans, improve traffic operational performance,
achieve engineering design standards, minimize right-of-way acquisition and utility impacts,
minimize environmental impacts, minimize project costs and obtain local agency and public
support. Public agencies that have been involved in the alternative development and evaluation
process include ADOT, FHWA, MAG, City of Tempe, City of Mesa and City of Chandler. A meeting
was held on July 16, 2014 with representatives from multiple ADOT organizational elements to
present existing roadway design conditions, existing retaining wall and major utility constraints,
and how the existing features would influence the design concept for this project. At the conclusion
of the meeting all parties agreed for the full widening design concept to be developed as the
Recommended Alternative. The Recommended Alternative would construct one additional
general-purpose lane in each direction on the SR 101L mainline from Baseline Road to the SR202L.
In addition, the Guadalupe Road and Ray Road exit ramps would be reconfigured from one-lane to
two-lane exits.

Regional Transportation Plan

The Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG), Regional Public Transportation Authority (Valley
Metro/RPTA) and ADOT have worked together for many years to develop a comprehensive
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) that was adopted by the MAG Regional Council in November
2003. The RTP is a comprehensive, performance based regional transportation plan that covers all
major modes of transportation including freeways/highways, streets, public mass transit, airports,
bicycles and pedestrian facilities.

The voters of Maricopa County passed Proposition 400 in November 2004, which authorized the
continuation of the existing half-cent sales tax for the next 20 years to be used for implementing the
RTP. The revenues collected from the half-cent sales tax are distributed between several
transportation programs;

s Freeways and Highways {56.2%)
s Arterial Street Improvements (10.5%)
¢ Transit (33.3%)

The RTP freeway program (RTPFP) is developed and periodically updated through a cooperative
effort among government, business and public interest groups that includes community outreach
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and public involvement. The determination to the types and scheduling of the transportation
improvements is based upon factors such as projected population growth, anticipated traffic
volumes and related congestion, regional demographics, and available funding. The plan
recommends the types of improvements that will be necessary for a particular facility such as new
freeway corridors, additional general-purpose lanes, new high-occupancy vehicle (HOV} lanes,
traffic interchanges, or freeway management strategies. The RTP identified the need for one
additional general-purpose lane in each direction on SR 101L between US Route 60 (US 60) and
State Route 202 Loop (SR 202L) Santan Freeway.

Public transit, including bus and light rail, are part of the overall RTP. However, funding for transit
projects are separate from the freeway and highway program. Funding identified for freeway and
highway projects must be used for those projects and cannot be used to fund transit projects (and
vice versa).

The widening of SR 101L between US 60 and SR 20ZL (Santan) is scheduled for final design in fiscal
year (FY) 2021 and construction beginning in FY 2023. The preliminary design and environmental
studies are being done at this time so that if additional funding is identified the project can be
moved forward. A project construction schedule has not been developed; however, construction
could take up to 24 months to complete once it begins.

Project Environmental Review

Transportation projects are required to go through an environmental evaluation during the
planning and design stages before they can move into final design and then construction. This
environmental review process is required under both federal and state law. The environmental
review looks at potential impacts to a broad range of environmental resources including, but not
limited to:

State and federally protected plants, wildlife, wildlife habitat, and aquatic species

Water quality, streams, wetlands, floodplains, and sole source aquifers

Prime and unique farmland

Cultural resources including archaeological sites and historic structures

Publicly owned parks, recreational areas, and wildlife/waterfowl refuges

Existing and planned development including residents, businesses, neighborhoods, schools,
places of worship

Air quality

Noise

Hazardous materials

Because this project is located within an existing transportation corridor and will be using existing
right-of-way that has already been impacted as a result of the original construction and subsequent
improvements, the environmental impacts are anticipated to be minor.
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Noise Impacts

Public concerns about traffic noise associated with the proposed project are primarily related to the
following topics:

future traffic noise levels if the project is constructed;

the need for additional noise abatement (reduction) for current and future noise conditions;
traffic noise generated from frontage roads; and

construction noise.

The Arizona Department of Transportation Noise Abatement Policy (NAP), July 2011 implements
the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) noise standard (23 Code of Federal Regulations Part
772), which requires the consideration of noise abatement (reduction) measures for certain eligible
Federal-aid projects, including the construction of a new highway or expansion of an existing
highway. Existing and future peak traffic hour noise levels are currently being studied for the
proposed widening of the SR 101L Price Freeway between US 60 and SR 202L (Santan) to
incorporate an additional general-purpose lane in each direction of travel. One new noise wall is
being proposed for this project. The wall will be constructed on the east side of SR 101 beginning
immediately south of Baseline Road and will connect with an existing noise wall located just north
of Guadalupe Road.

Existing traffic noise levels are determined from representative noise level measurements and
modeling of the peak free-flowing traffic scenario using the FHWA-approved Traffic Noise Model
(TNM) version 2.5. The TNM 2.5 model was used to predict the proposed future design year (2035)
traffic noise levels in the project area. Roadways included in the noise model are the existing SR
101L general-purpose and HOV lanes, the freeway on and off-ramps, and the frontage roads for the
existing traffic scenario. The future design year scenario will include the additional general-purpose
lane.

Residential areas where future traffic noise levels would exceed existing levels by 15 A-weighted
decibels (dBA) or more, or are predicted to exceed the ADOT NAP noise abatement criteria (NAC) of
64 dBA for residential and similar land uses, are considered for noise abatement. All proposed
noise mitigation must be feasible, meeting engineering constructability standards and minimum
noise reduction standards; and reasonable, meeting cost-per-benefit guidelines and considering
preferences of benefited property owners and residents.

Construction noise is intermittent and depends on the type of operation (clearing, grading and
earthwork, base preparation and foundations}, location and function of the equipment, and
equipment usage cycle. Per ADOT Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction Section
104.08, roadway construction contractors "shall comply with all local sound control and noise
rules, regulations and ordinances.” Furthermore, all construction vehicles “shall be equipped with a
muffier of a type recommended by the manufacturer” and shall not be operated “without its muffler
being in good working condition.”
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