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1.0 Project Overview 

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) in cooperation with the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) has initiated a Design Concept Report (DCR) and environmental study to 

evaluate the addition of one general-purpose travel lane in each direction on a thirteen-mile stretch of 

Loop 101 (Pima Freeway) from Interstate 17 (I-17) to Princess Drive. Growing traffic demand has caused 

the Loop 101 corridor to become increasingly congested during the morning and evening peak travel 

periods, and traffic volume projections indicate the congestion will worsen in the future. This study will 

evaluate the addition of general-purpose travel lanes to increase freeway capacity and help alleviate 

increased levels of traffic congestion 

in the future.  

The study has evaluated numerous 

alternatives and potential impacts of 

providing the additional travel lanes 

and the DCR includes a preliminary 

design concept for the 

recommended improvements. 

Potential environmental impacts will 

be documented in an environmental 

document following the 

requirements of the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

This study is a component of the 

Maricopa Association of Governments’ Regional Transportation Plan Freeway Program. Multiple design 

alternatives were evaluated and considered for this study.  

Recommended Improvements 

 Add two general-purpose lanes in the eastbound direction between the I-17 and 7th Avenue  

 Add one general-purpose lane in the eastbound direction between 7th Avenue and State Route 
51 (SR 51)  

 Add one general-purpose lane in the eastbound direction between Tatum Boulevard and 
Princess Drive  

 Add two general-purpose lanes in the westbound direction between I-17 and 7th Avenue  

 Add one general-purpose lane in the westbound direction between 7th Avenue and SR 51  

 Add one general-purpose lane in the westbound direction between SR 51 and Princess Drive  

 Add auxiliary lanes in each direction between 7th Street and Cave Creek Road  
 
Additional alternatives may be considered based on study-related comments and questions received. 
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The purpose of the Loop 101 (Pima Freeway), I-17 (Black Canyon Freeway) to Princess Drive project is to 
prepare a Design Concept Report (DCR) and environmental document to evaluate options and select a 
preferred alternative that meets the goals of the Regional Transportation Plan Freeway Program 
(RTPFP), satisfies the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and obtains public 
support. The project will provide for the addition of one general-purpose lane in each direction of travel 
along Loop 101 within the study limits. A Categorical Exclusion (CE) is the anticipated level of 
environmental documentation. Final design is currently programmed in Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-2023 with 
construction programmed in FY 2024. 
 

1.1 Design Concept Report and Environmental Study 

Public Involvement in the Study phase involves dialogue among the public, stakeholders, and other 

interested agencies early on to review traffic and noise analysis, structural design, environmental issues, 

aesthetics, and landscaping. The public, stakeholder, and other interested agencies input received help 

to guide an agency’s Final Design.   

1.2 Public Involvement 

As part of the Design Concept Report and Environmental Study process, agencies often conduct public 

information meetings. Three public information meetings were held for this study along the project 

corridor. ADOT will also hold an additional meeting at the 95 percent milestone to prepare the public for 

upcoming construction. 

2.0 Outreach Efforts 

Prior to public information meetings, ADOT Community Relations staff conducted meetings with both 

the Cities of Phoenix and Scottsdale Public Information Officers (PIOs) to gather local perspectives on 

their community’s needs, as they are in steady communication. Both regional PIOs felt that it was not 

necessary to create meeting advertisements and material in a language other than English.  

3.0 Public Information Meetings 
The project team participated in three public information meetings. The goal of these events was to 

provide an overview of the study, review the recommended improvements and solicit comments from 

stakeholders. Events included: 

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2014  

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Presentation starts at 6 p.m.  

Paradise Valley Community College (Q Building)  

18401 N. 32nd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85032  
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Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2014  

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Presentation starts at 6 p.m.  

Deer Valley Community Center  

2001 W. Wahalla Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85027  

Thursday, Nov. 20, 2014  

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Presentation starts at 6 p.m.  

Scottsdale Airport  

 

15000 N. Airport Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

3.1 Business Outreach 

The study team developed a business outreach plan designed to foster engagement and build 

relationships between the impacted business community and ADOT regarding the Loop 101 (Pima 

Freeway) addition of General Purpose Lane project, and proactively share project details with the cities 

of Phoenix and Scottsdale business community. 

A business database was established with contact information for businesses within 1/2 mile of the Loop 

101 and any other businesses identified by the cities of Scottsdale and Phoenix.  

A project newsletter was mailed to businesses and residences in the study area the week of October 22, 

2014. This newsletter gave an overview and recommended improvements for the study phase. Also 

included in the mailed newsletter was an invitation to businesses and residences to attend any of the 

three upcoming information meetings in November. A copy of the newsletter is included in Appendix A. 

Project newsletters were also made available to the Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, for 

notification of the study and upcoming public information meetings. The project mailer was also sent to 

the City of Scottsdale’s PIO for distribution to their local Chamber groups. 

Community Relations staff conducted a business walk and delivered project flyers to businesses along 

the project corridor on November 12, 2014. This business walk provided an additional opportunity to 

ensure the business community was informed regarding the project and aware of the upcoming public 

information meetings.     

3.2 Public Information Meeting Notification 

The study team prepared and distributed a newsletter that provided an announcement of the Design 

Concept Report and Environmental study for the project and invited the public to attend three public 

information meetings. The newsletter was mailed the week of October 22, 2014 to over 16,000 property 

owners, occupants and businesses within the study area. A copy of the newsletter (Appendix A) is 
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included. An informational flyer was also prepared for distribution to businesses, churches, libraries, and 

various municipality locations with high visibility. A copy of the informational flier (Appendix B) is 

included. 

3.3 Newspaper Advertisements 

Newspaper advertisements providing the date and location of the Design Concept and Environmental 
Study public information meetings were published in the following newspapers: 

 Deer Valley Times (10/25) 

 Arizona Republic (11/5)  

Copies of the advertisements can be found in Appendix C. 

3.4 News Release and E-Newsletter Notification 

ADOT’s Public Information Office sent out a press release regarding the study and its upcoming public 

information meetings on November 5, 2014 to local media outlets. (Appendix D) Community Relations 

staff also sent out an E-newsletter on November 6, 2014 to over 7,000 recipients. (Appendix E)  

3.5 Newsletter Notification  

A newsletter was mailed the week of October 22, 2014 to over 16,000 property owners, occupants and 

businesses within the study area. Electronic copies of the project newsletter were also provided to local 

community centers and HOAs listed below.  

 

Community Centers:  

 Paradise Valley Community Center 

 Sunnyslope Community Center 

 Devonsihire Senior Center 

 Longview Recreation Center 

 Mountain View Community Center  

 Deer Valley Community Center 

 Washington Activity Center 

 Desert West Community Center 

 Maryvale Community Center 

 Goelet Buef Community Center 

 

HOAs: 

 Rose Garden Lane  

 Moonlight Shadows  

 Deer Valley Park Block Watch  

 Wickieup Wascals  

 Eagle Hills  

 Scarlett Canyon  

 Peace (People Educated Against Crime 

Escalation)  

 Ross Avenue Ranglers  

 Premiere at Cave Creek  

 Boulder Mountain  

 Rose Garden Estates  

 Biker Block Watch  

 Fireside @ Desert Ridge  

 Desert Valley Estates Block Watch  

 Mountain Breeze  

 Amber Crest @ Fireside  

 Universal Walk of Truth  

 Arroyo Rojo Block Watch  

 Sequoia Dr. Block Watch  

 Moonlight Shadows 
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A copy of the newsletter can be found in Appendix B. 

3.6 Website  

The project website was developed and the web address was published on all informational materials. 
Public meeting information and project details were provided on the website: 
azdot.gov/loop101widening 

3.7 Project Flier 

The project team developed a project flier to be delivered directly to local businesses; in order to inform 

them of the project and upcoming public information meetings. The project flier was delivered to 

businesses along the project corridor on November 12, 2014. 

Copy of the collateral can be found in Appendix B. 

4.0 Public Information Meeting Format 
Public information meetings began with registration at the door, where attendees were asked to sign in 

and were provided the project newsletter, if desired. The sign-in sheets were created solely for the 

purpose of updating the mailing list. An open house then began, where attendees were encouraged to 

walk around the various stations, view the displays, and ask questions of project staff. A formal 

presentation was then provided by the project team. After the presentation the open house portion of 

the meeting resumed until the conclusion of the meeting.  

4.1  Open House Stations 

A display board was created for topics considered to be of interest to the public. Large roll plots that 
included the proposed recommended improvements were also on display. The boards provided at the 
meeting covered the following topics:  

 

 Project Schedule  

 Project Area 

 Noise 

A copy of the display boards provided at the scoping meeting can be found in Appendix D of this report. 

4.2  Presentation 

The same formal presentation was given to attendees of all three meetings at 6 p.m. The presentation 
can be found in Appendix E and covered the following topics: 

 Project Team    Project Overview, History, Purpose  
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 Project Schedule 

 Design Concept Report 

 Environmental Report  

 Evaluation Criteria 

 Overview of Recommended Alternative 

 Public Outreach 

5.0 Public Comment Summary 
This section presents a summary of the comments received during the study period. The comments 

received ranged from issues associated with traffic management, right-of-way, and environmental 

concerns e.g. noise. Many similar comments were received from multiple commenters. Duplicate 

comments are summarized here as one comment. Comments were classified into the following 

categories: 

 Right-of-way 

 Environmental Concerns (Noise) 

 Traffic Management 

All comments received were reviewed for the specific issues or recommendations raised by the 

commenter.  

5.1  Summary of Comments 

A quantification of comments by issue is provided below in Figure 2 with a summary of issues and 
responses followed below. 
 
Figure 2: Comments received by topic 

Category Comments Received for this Category* 

Right-of-way 6 

Environmental Concerns (noise) 12 

Traffic Management 10 

*Responses may have included more than one issue 

Business Access 

There were several comments related to right-of-way acquisition prior to construction. A sample of the 

comments included: 

 Will the access road, formally Beardsley, be affected? I don’t want the freeway any closer or the 

access road compromised. What will happen to the stores there? 

 I live near the Loop 101, are you taking my property to expand the freeway? 

 Where are the property takes within the project limits? 
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Environmental Concerns 

Most comments were received from individuals in regards to Environmental impacts. A sample of the 

comments included: 

 There is no doubt the 101 between Princess Dr. and I-17 is in need of widening.  However, I 

would appreciate the improvement of sound deflection walls for the hundreds of us who live 

west of SR 51, north of Union Hills and south of the 101. 

 My first concern is noise, as I live close.    

 Any noise remediation that can be added would be greatly appreciated by the residents of 

Phoenix e.g. sound walls of some sort. There is already a lot of traffic noise from Loop 101 (Pima 

Freeway). 

Traffic Management 

A sample of the comments related to traffic management included: 

  You should seriously consider adding to the transition ramp from the 101 eastbound onto the 

51, and the 51 northbound onto the 101 westbound.  If you do not do this, the extra traffic that 

the widening will allow in the 101 is going to majorly bottleneck at the transition ramp.  It 

already does, and it will get worse. 

 You should start on the most crowded section first; I-17 to SR 51. The section from SR 51 to 

Princess receives much less traffic with fewer interchanges. 
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Appendix A: Public Information Meeting Newsletter 
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Appendix B: Project Flyer 
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Appendix C: Newspaper Advertisements: 
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 Deer Valley Times Oct. 25, 2014 
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Arizona Republic Nov. 5, 2014 
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Appendix D: Press Release 
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Appendix E: E-newsletter 
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Appendix F: Display Boards 
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Appendix G: Presentation 
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