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1.0 Introduction

ADOQT, in conjunction with FHWA and the City of Maricopa, completed a study to evaluate alternatives
and identify improvements to access, capacity and traffic operations through 2040. The study evaluated
a future grade separation (bridge) to replace the existing at-grade intersection of SR 347 at the Union
Pacific Railroad (UPRR) track. SR 347 is Maricopa’s main transportation corridor through the community,
serving as a regional connector to major employment and recreation areas.

A total of ten alternatives were considered for the project. Three of the ten alternatives were
recommended for further evaluation. A public hearing was held in December 2014. Through the
gualitative evaluation process, Alternative H was identified as the Selected Alternative. The Final
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) were issued in March 2015.
Alternative H has since been reevaluated to identify further improvements to access, capacity, and
traffic operations.

2.0 Public Meeting

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), in conjunction with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), held a public information meeting for the State Route 347 at Union Pacific
Railroad project on July 14, 2016. The revisions to Alternative H and the associated impacts to
businesses and residences were discussed during the public information meeting. This process was in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the revisions to Alternative H will
initiate the need for an EA Re-evaluation.

2.2 Public Meeting Notification

An invitation was prepared and distributed inviting the public to learn about the alignment revisions and
provide input. Invitations were mailed June 25, 2016, to property owners, occupants and businesses
within the proposed project area. Electronic copies of the invitation were sent to project team and
stakeholders July 11, 2016. A copy of the invitation can be found in Appendix A.

23 Newspaper Advertisements

A newspaper advertisement providing the date and location of the public meeting was published on
June 30, 2016 in the Casa Grande Dispatch. A copy of the advertisement can be found in Appendix B.

24 Public Meeting

The purpose of this meeting was to provide information on alignment revisions and gather community
input. A total of 186 people signed in and attended the public meeting. The meeting was held on
Thursday, July 14, 2016, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. (with a presentation at 6 p.m.) at the Maricopa Unified
School District Board Room, 44150 W Maricopa-Casa Grande Highway, Maricopa, AZ 85138

2.5 Website

The project website was updated to include all informational materials and the public meeting
information and project details were provided on the website: azdot.gov/347GS.
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3.0 Public Meeting Format

The public meeting began with registration at the door, where attendees were asked to sign in and were
provided with meeting handouts consisting of a fact sheet, comment form and question card. The sign-
in sheets were created solely for the purpose of updating the mailing list. An open house then began,
where attendees were encouraged to walk around the various stations, view the displays, and ask
questions of project staff. A formal presentation was provided by the ADOT project design team. After
the presentation, attendees were given the opportunity to ask questions as well as revisit the stations.
Copies of the meeting handouts can be found in Appendix C.

3.1 Display Boards

Display boards were created to illustrate the alignment revisions, study area, right of way and project
development process considered to be of interest to the public as well as a board placed in an area for
writing comments. A copy of the display boards provided at the meeting can be found in Appendix D of
this report.

3.2 Presentation
A presentation was given to attendees at 6 p.m. The presentation can be found in Appendix E and
covered the following topics:

e Meeting purpose

e Study area

e Study purpose and need

e Initial screening method and criteria
Candidate Alternatives
Revisions to Recommended Alternative
Reevaluation of Environmental Assessment (EA)
Next Steps

4.0 PublicComment Summary

This section presents a summary of the comments received during the comment period. All comments
received were reviewed for the specific issues or recommendations raised by the commenter. During
the comment period, comments could be submitted in a variety of ways, by mail, telephone, e-mail, and
online. A total of thirty-three (33) comments were received as of July 28, 2016. Two (2) comment forms
were received at the public meeting and thirty-one (31) comments were received via email.
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4.1 Summary of Comments

General Comments (4 comments received)

e  Thank you for a very well put together presentation, easy to understand and very complete.

e | attended the meeting on July 14, but was not that familiar with the new proposed Alt H. It looks like the right things
were done to expedite the project, and improvements to circulation. The one thing concerning me is the column of
embankment to be constructed between the RR structure and the MCG roadway structure. Difficulty in construction
and possible settlement are my reasons. | say this as two local ramps | drive regularly, 202 ramp to 101 NB in
Chandler, and the 202 ramp to I-10 SB near Wild Horse Casino both have dips in them: from settlement or what?? All
those daily heavy train movements right next to the proposed embankment could cause future settlement. Also, the
cost?? The elimination of two abutments to span that portion seems more plausible for construction, and the cost
should be about the same with a continuous pour of concrete for the structure. My opinion is that the one structure
with continuous pour and continuous railings will also look better and be safer. Additionally, one long structure would
provide some shade for parking underneath in the future. Normally concrete construction costs more than
embankment, but for this short piece and limited working room | would think consideration of one structure would
be worth looking into. Good job on the presentations and exhibits at the meeting.

e In reviewing preliminary plans, we note our parcel has limited or no access to the new 347 road effectively
eliminating the primary north-south traffic flow from access to our parcel. Will there be an access point to our lands?
If not, we request these accommodations be made to maintain the commercial viability of our parcel (left and right
ingress/egress). We have already noted and requested the proposed cul-de-sac on “old” 347 be extended to the
south to enable access to our parcel from “old town”. How would the access point afforded the Baptist church affect
our parcel and would we have ingress/egress rights at that point. Our intent is to preserve the commercial viability of
our parcel and maintain the current exposure to north-south traffic.

. Resident of Desert Cedars, where construction begins in the southernmost area, active with HOA. Asked to inquire
about possibility of moving utility poles and large metal utility boxes away from Desert Cedars entrance (347 W.
Desert Cedars Drive). They interfere with ability to landscape and block neighborhood entrance sign. If petition or
meeting with HOA representatives would help, please advise.
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Flooding and Drainage (29 identical comments received)

. As a 10 year homeowner in the Desert Cedars Subdivision which is located just southeast of the planned 347 railroad
overpass construction area, | am very concerned about potential flooding and drainage impacts on our subdivision
during and after construction. We are upstream of the construction area in a very flat and level flood plain, part of the
Vekol Wash tributary zone, where storm water flows generally north-by-northwest toward the railroad tracks, thence
alongside the tracks westward until it eventually joins up with the Vekol Wash and goes northward via an underpass
under the tracks. | would like some assurance that, during and after construction, provision will be made to maintain
free flow of storm water/flood water from the area of our subdivision under the new ramp and bridge onward to the
Vekol Wash unimpeded and able to handle flow rates as recommended by the Maricopa Flood Control District, such
that the water won’t get backed up into our area, potentially causing millions of dollars in property damage that
should be avoided with proper planning and design now. | understand that there are rules and regulations covering
this issue, but | want to bring this to your attention so this doesn’t get lost in the process and is properly addressed as
the ramps and bridge are designed and built. Failure now to design adequate storm water drainage under the new
overpass construction will cripple future attempts to do so after the road is built, and at a much higher cost. Thank
you for the work you all are doing for us on this project and thank you for inviting comments from the community to
make this a synergistic process. We are excited about finally getting this overpass built.
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Appendix A — Meeting Invitation

State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad Alignment Revisions

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING - THURSDAY, JULY 14,2016

gather community input.

Presentation at 6 p.m.

Maricopa, AZ 85138

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The Arizona Department of Transportation
(ADOT), in conjunction with the Federal High-
way Administration (FHWA), invites you to
attend a public information meeting for the
State Route 347 at Union Padific Railroad
project. The purpose of this meeting is to
provide information on alignment revisions and

Thursday, July 14, 2016 —5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Maricopa Unified School District Board Room
44150 W Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy,

The revisions to Alternative H and the associated
impacts to businesses and residences will be
discussed during the public information meeting.
This process is in compliance with the National

The revisions to Alternative H will initiate the need
for an EA Re-evaluation. The EA Re-evaluation is
anticipated to be complete by Aug. 15, 2016. Final

New SR 347 alignment  Other new alignments or improvements

design is anticipated to be complete in 2017, with
construction tentatively scheduled to begin late 2017
through late 2019.

The project team will be available to answer individ-
ual and property-spedfic questions and respond to
feedback on the changes to the alignment at the
public information meeting. Maps and displays will
also be available for viewing.

Pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and
the Americans with Disabilties Act {ADA), ADOT does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
onigin, age, gender or disability. Persons that require a
reasonable accommodation based on language or
disability should contact ADOT Community Relations at
855.712.8530 or projects@aadot.gov.

Requests should be made as early as passible to
ensure the state has an opportunity to address the
accommodation.

Americans with Disabilites Act: Persons with a
disability may request reasonable accommodation by
calling 855.712.8530. Requests should be made by July
7, 2016. Any notice in another language other than
English are translations of the original text written in
English. These translations are not official and are not
binding to the state or political subdivision of this state.

DOT Project No.- 347 PN 172 H7007 02D Federal Project No.: 347-A{204)5

RUTA ESTATAL 347 EN REVISIONES DE ALINEACION DE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD
REUNION PUBLICA — EL JUEVES, 14 DE JULIO DE 2016

El Departamento de transporte de Arizona {ADOT), junto con
la Administracion Federal de Carreteras (FHWA), le invita a
asistir 3 una reunion de informacion publica para el proyecto
de [a ruta estatal 347 en el Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR). EI
proposito de esta reunion es proporcionar informacion sobre
las revisiones de la alineacion y recoger aportes de la

- comunidad.

El jueves, 14 de julio de 2016- 5303
7:30 p.m.

Presentacion a las 6 pam.

Maricopa Unified School District Board
Room

44150 W Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy,
Maricopa, AZ 85138

La Nueva evaluacion EA es esperada ser

diseno final es esperado ser completo en
2017, con |a construccion

provisionalmente programada
finales de 2017 durante finales de 2019.

£l equipo de proyecto estara disponible
para contestar preguntas concretas de la

Las revisiones de la Alternativa H iniciaran
la necesidad de una Nueva evaluacion EA.

completa hacia el 15 de agosto de 2016. El

propiedad e individuales y responder a fa reaccion en los cambios en
laahsnonmtamndelalionnaaonwbﬁca.wsmapsylas
demostraciones también estaran disponibles para la inspeccon.

meummsmﬂnssonmamlumm&lmmde
pvwectoysonbmrdosmmalwmmomamwnmy
consideracion. Para ser incluidos en el resumen de esta reunicn, los
mmernnosesmmsdebmsumdidoshaaieludeuiodezom
Antes de la reunion informativa publica, el sitio web de proyecto: ef
azdot.gov/347GS sera actualizado para su revision. Los comentarios
pueden ser presentados aqui en cualquier momento durante el 28 de
julio de 2016,

PnobmnbnnaoénadmuLoagxesmtzobsewadmespumitu
en contacto con ADOT Oficial Superior de Relaciones con la
nidad, Paki Rico lamando al 520.388.4233, oemladaspormneo
electronico PRicogazdot gov, 0 ir a azdot.gov/347GS, email
ngectsmmot.govohmealsswussm

‘;P-suuscpem.g.n d?mADA mbvn ptacion razonable por habilidad

itada en inglés o discapacidad (ADA y deben

contacto con: projects@azdotgov o 855.712.8530. lass«e;ﬂ‘szedebenh

h.aoersetan como sea posible para asegurar que el estado tenga
de hacer los arreglos necesarios.

Leydef-_mdoumdensescon Discapacdad: parsonas con di

pueade solicitar alojamiento razonable amando al 855.712.8530. Las
solicitudes deben ser hechas por el 7 de julio de 2016 ANUNCIO en
ofro idioma distinto del inglés son traducciones def texto oniginal escrito en
inglés. Estas traducciones no son oficiales y no son vinculantes para el estado
o subdivision politica de este estado.

DOT Project No.: 347 PN 172 H7007 02D Federal Project No.: 347-A(204)5
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Appendix B — Meeting Advertisement

State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad Alignment Revisions
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

The Afizcoa Department of Tramportation (ADOT], in conjunction with the Federsd
Highway Administration [FHWA), avites you b attend & public information meeting for
the State Recte 347 ot Union Pacific Rallrosd project. The purpose of this mestieg i to
provide information cn aligament reviilons and gather community lnput

Thursday, July 18, 2016-5:30 to 730 p.m.

Presentation at 6 p.m.

Maricopa Unified School District Board Room

44150 W Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy, Maricopa, AZ 85138

ADOT, s conjunction with FHWA and the Oty of Maricops, completed & study 2o
eveluate abiernatives and identify kap 00 SCCmid, ity and vrafMic
w-mmnMThMMom‘nhmmlhmm

the nisting st-grade | ton of SR 347 at the Union Pacific Rallroad (UPRS)
trach

A total of ten sltematives were considerad for the project. Three of the tan sltam sthes
were recemmended for further evalustion. A pablic hearing wes held
on Decamber 3, 2004, Through the quabtative ewslustion process,
Alternative K was identified e the Selected Altemative. The Final
Ervironmentsl Assedamant (EA) and Finding of No Significant impact
(FONSH] were isssed on March 18, 2015 Asenative H has siace boen
resveiuated 1o antfy further inpeovements 10 accsss, Capecity, sod
waffic operations. The revisions to Allernative H and the sisocksted
Impacts to b ant rwud wll be dacusied diring the
public kdormetion mesting. This process & in cotp lance with the
Netional Envireamental Policy Act (NEPAL

The revislons to Altarmative H will inltiate the need for an EA Re-
niuation. The EA Re-svalustion i ansicipated te be complets by
Aug. 15, 2016, Final design B anticipated 1o Be completa in 2017, with
construction tenlatively scheduled 1o begin late 2017 through lte

Estudio de Ia Ruta Estatal 347 en Union Padfic Railroad

B Departamento de tensports de Artsons (ADOT), justo con e Adminbitrecidn Feders!
de Carreteses (FHWAL le bavits & milstlr & una resalén de informacidn pdblics para el
proyecto de la ruts estatal 347 en of Union Pacific Ralkosd (UPRR). El propdute de esta
reunidn es propordonar informaciin sobre ks revish e le alk 340 y recoyg
spories de e comunidad,

El jueves, 14 de julio de 2016-5:30 a 730 p.m.
Presentacion a las 6 p.m.

Maricopa Unified School District Board Room
44150 W Maricopa-Casa Grande Hwy, Maricopa, AZ 85138
ADGT, jurto con FHWR y la Claded de Maricops, comphetsé un estudio pars evak
wtermatives ¢ identificar mejoris en scceso, capedided y oparadionss de trbfice hasts

2040, Bl estudio evalud une futurs separachin del grade | ) pere seatur la
wdatenchs en ol gredo ks bterseccidn deo SK 347 an ol UPRR.

Edison RG Us toted de diez dlternatives se jderd pare ol proy T‘m‘ukln

dies slternetivas feeron dades pars la eveluacé
Una sudiencia piblics fus sostenids of 3 de diciemibee de 2014 A
ravis del proceso de evaluscion cusitativo, la Alternative H fus
Ideraificada comao ls Altermative Selecconade. La Evaluacidn ambisntal
[EA) Final y of Desculwimi de niagdn | significative (FONSD
fueson pebiicades of 18 de marde de 2015 La ahernative H ha side
desde sntonces revaluads pars entificer mejores adicionales en
Mymmmaummhhh‘n\hlﬁm
de e Al Hy los ben . 34 ¢ reshdand
d I idm de la informaciin pidlica. Ee proceso
confarmee 4 Acte Neckonal De Poliices Ecolegistes (NEPA)L

ana

The peoject teamm will be svaliadle 1o arawet hdidual snd preperty-
pecific Hons end d to feadback on the changes to the
algament st the putlic Iaformas ting. Mags end Sapheys will
abio be avallable for viewing,

Public comments erw an impertant pert of the project process and are
walcome o2 sy tites for review and conideration. To be induded in
the y of this meeting, written must be ivod by
Judy, 28, 2016, Prioe to the pebic informational meeting, the project
webslte: crdotgowy 347GS will be updated for your review. Comments
may be submitted hare of any tires theoogh July 18, 2006

Foe additional Information, of 1o submit In wetiting, please
ADOT Semior C ity Relations OMcee, Pkl Rico by

amsm.nam-mnuomumupmna

ROW347GS, email projects@andot pov or call 855,712 8530,

Pursusnt 1o Titke Vief the CMI Rights Act of 1964, and The Aseaticans
with Disabilities Act (ADA], ADOT does not discriminete on the besis
of race, coloe, nationed crigin, age, geader of Shabiity. Persons that
reguie s bie d besed on or

should contact ADOT at 855.712. 3530 of peojecti@ardot gov,
Regeents should be made i satly s posaitie 1o ensire the dlate hes
an opportunily to sddress the sccommodation.

Las roviil de b Alternative H Iniciarin ls necetidad do une Nuewe
evaluaciin EA. La Mueve evaluacion EA ada ser durta hacis
of 15 de agosto de 2016 Bl diselie Snal e ciperado sar completo en
2017, con la coratruccidn provisisasiments programeds comefis &
finales de 2017 durente Sneles de 2029

B eguipo da proyecto estaré di ibibe para P o
conereted de la jedad o indidduales y nder alar 30 an
las cambios en la slisesciés on la i e b Infox s5 pablica.
Lo rmapat y s demoatraciones también estarin disponibles pers is
rtpecddn

Los comentarios pdbdicos son uns parts importante del procese de
proyects y soe Mlesvenidos en cualquie paes reviiiony
corsideraciin. Pure ser Inckikios en ol de esla i, ke
tos deben ser recibidos hacls of 18 de julio de 2016,

Antes de la reunidn informative pUblica, ol shie web de proyectio: of
Mmﬂﬂ&wlmladew.mnﬁhlmmmuﬁa
don aqus en cusigul durente ol 13 de

cidn edickensl, o s cbservecionss por
micrito, ploagase an comtacto con ADOT Oficiedl Superice de Nelediones
conle C idnd, Pakl Rico Il do &l S0.3BE 4233, & envisries por
correo slectrdnico Mico@acdolgov, 0 I & sadet gow3470S, email
Projects@andot gov o larms ol ES5.712 8530

Perscnes que regsleres asis da 0 une ad i le por
hablided Emitads en inglés o discapacided (ADA y Titulo Vi) delen
ponerne m contacts cond projects@asdot gov o 855, 712 8530, Las
solicitudes deben hacarse Lan pronte como ses posibile pars saegurer
Que el satado tengs b oportunided de hecer ko8 arreglos neceserics.

ADOT Prejoct Mo 347 PN 172 H007  Fedetal Project he. 347-ALOES

5174

ADOT Qs

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
855,712 8530

et gou34T6S

projecte® ssdet gov
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Appendix C — Meeting Handouts

State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad

PROJECT OVERVIEW

ADQOT, in conjunction with FHWA and the City of Maricopa,
completed a study to evaluate alternatives and identify
improvements to access, apacity and traffic operations
through 2040. The study evaluated a future grade separation
(bridge) to repiace the existing at-grade intersection of SR
347 at the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) track.

SR 347 is Maricopa’s main transportation corridor through
the community, serving as a regional connector to major
employment and recreation areas. Traffic averages over
31,000 vehicles per day and future {2040) projections show
over 60,000 vehides per day. Just south of the Maricopa-
Casa Grande Highway, SR 347 arosses the existing UPRR
where there are currently 40 to 60 trains per day; the UPRR
has plans to expand service, which would increase train
traffic upwards of 100 trains per day. Additionally, the Amtrak

Edison Rd

=

Hathaway Ave

Garvey Ave
Honeycutt Rd

station is located just west of the intersection and vehicular
traffic is routinely delayed for its passenger operations.
A total of ten alternatives were considered for the project. ~
Three of the ten alternatives were recommended for further g f
evaluation. A public hearing was held on December 3, 2014.
Through the qualitative evaluation process, Alternative oc ~
H was identified as the Selected Alternative. The Final 4 <t
Environmental Assessment {EA) and Finding of No Significant ™M
Impact (FONS!) were issued on March 18, 2015. Alternative H P %
has since been r?evaluated to |dentrfy further iwmm [ = H Oneycutt Ave
to access, capacity, and traffic operations. The revisions to % ;
Alternative H and the assodated impacts to businesses and ' ()]
residences will be discussed during the public information %0 ", =
meeting. This process is in compliance with the National = "-\ BN New SR 347 alignment
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The revisions to Alternative a 347 — g:?;;""‘" Slorionants
H will initiate the need for an EA Re-evaluation. ’9 \
o 3 Map not to scale.
Desert Cedars Dr
PROJECT TIMELINE '
2015 July 2016 August 2016 2017 2017-19
Final Environmental Public Meeting for The EA Re-evaluation Complete Final Construction
Assessment (EA) Alignment s antiapated to be Design begins late 2017
complete Change/Re-evaluation complete through late 2019

of Alignment H

For more information: projects@azdot.gov | 855.712.8530

ADOT Froject feo.: 347 PN 172 HT00T (20 Federal Project Ne.: 34T.A{204 5

16173

[T RN ST rrvoR
ADOT QG MaRicora

FOR MORE INFORMATION/ PARA OBTENER MAS INFORMACION

azdot_gov/SR347GS

ADOT

Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)S
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347 State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad

- YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT/SU OPINION ES IMPORTANTE

Submit comments by July 28, 2016, in order to have them included in the project record.[Someta sus comentarios antes
del 28 de Julio, 2016, pora gue sean incluidos en el documento oficial del proyecto.

Comments may also be submitted online at azdot.gpov/SR3AT7./Comentarios también pueden ser presentodas en linea en
azdot.gov/SRIAT.

Please Print/Por fovor, use letra de molde

Mame/Nombre Email /Correo Electranico
AddressfDomicilio
City//Ciudad State/Estado Zip/Codigo Postal

General Comments/Comentarios Generales

Mail: Community Relations = 1655 W. Jackson 5t. = Mail Drop 126F = Phoenix, AZ 85007
Email: projectsi@azdot.gov = Phone: 855.712.8530

ADOT Pregect Fe.: 34T PR 172 HI0OT @D  Fedenal Frejes Mo, : 34785415

16111
e Eil'El-l':- ITor . FOR MORE INFORMATION/ PARA DBETENER MAS INFORMACKIN
m i rilsiraton * L I. mP.'ﬁ' axdot pov/SR347

ADDT Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)S

ADOT Project No. 347 PN 172 H7007
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Question Card Question Card
State Route 347 at Union Pacfic Railroad State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad
July 14, 2046 - Public Meeting July 14, 2046 - Public Meeting
Please print dearfy. Return your card to & project team member before or during the presentation. Please print deardy. Return your card to & project team member before or during the pressntation.
My question/comment is regarding: [check topic's please) My question/comment is regarding: [check topic/s please)
I:‘ Enginesring I:‘ Environmental |:| Right of way |:| other [ engineering [ Environmental [_] Right of Way [_| Other
ADOT Project Number: 347 PN 172 H7007 020 = Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)5 ADOT Project Number: 347 PN 172 H7007 020 = Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)5

w @Y aF

S——— =T F . Lk o — .
ADOT Qi RICOPA =~ apyr @iy RICOPA'

el | Question Card el | Question Card
347 State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad 34 ? State Route 347 at Union Padfic Railroad
- July 14, 2016 - Public Meeting July 14, 2016 - Public Meeting
Meaze primt dearfy. Return your card to 2 project team member before or during the pressntation. Plez=ze print clearty. Return your card to 2 project team memiber befone or during the presentation.
My question/comment is regarding: [check topic/s please) My question/comment is regarding: [check topic/s please)
[] engineering [ ] Environmental [ ] right of way [_] Other [C] engineering [| ervironmental [ | rightof way [ other
ADOT Project Number: 347 PN 172 H7007 02D = Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)5 ADOT Project Number: 347 PN 172 H7007 02D = Federal Aid No. 347-A[204)5

or

ADOT QT Kiors =~ apor QFsiw /Hakicors

ADO ' Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)S 11
ADOT Project No. 347 PN 172 H7007
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State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad Ruta Estatal 347 en el Union Pacific Railroad

THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2016, 5:30 - 7:30 PM THURSDAY, JULY 14, 2016, 5:30 - 7:30 PM

MARICOPA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT DISTRITD ESCOLAR DE MARICOPA
43150'W MARICOPA-CASA GRANDE HWY MARICOPA, A7 B5138 44150 W MARICOPA-CASA GRANDE HWY MARICOPA AT BS13E

completion of this sign-in sheet is completely voluntary and helps the project team keep an acourate record of meeting attendees. Under state law, any identifying information
provided below will become part of the public record and, as such, must be released to any individual upon request. Please print chearly.

La realizacion de su firma en la hoja es completaments voluntaria y ayuda al equipo del proyecto a mantener un registro exacto de asistentes de |a reunidn . Bajo la ley estatal,

cualquier informiacion de identificacion proporcionada a continuacion pasara a formar parte del registro piblico y, como tal, debe ser puesto en libertad a cualquier persona bajn
peticidn. Por favor imprime claraments.

MNAME/NOMBRE T COMPANY/EMPRESA ADDRESS/DOMICILIO PHONE/TELEFOND EMAILS

CORRED ELECTROMNICD

16-172

LU Biogeraloes ol eyl
m ehdl'd Hhﬂm FOR MORE INFORMATION:

adot.gov/SR3AT

ADOT Federal Aid No. 347-A(204)S 12

ADOT Project No. 347 PN 172 H7007




Public Information Meeting Summary

Appendix D — Display Boards
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Public Information Meeting Summary

Appendix E — Presentation
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State Route 347 at Union Pacific Railroad
Revisions to Recommended Alternative

Reevaluation of Environmental Assessment Public Review

July 14, 2016
Maricopa Unified School District Administrative Offices

ADOT study No. 347 PN 172 H7007 02D | Federal study No. 347-A(204)T

‘ U.S. Department of Transportation A CITY OF A
Federal Highway ’
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I
Welcome and Agenda

» Introduction of study team

» Meeting purpose

» Study area

» Study purpose and need

» Initial screening method and criteria

» Candidate Alternatives

» Revisions to Recommended Alternative

» Reevaluation of Environmental Assessment (EA)

» Next Steps




Designh Team

» John Dickson, ADOT Project Manager

» Emily Lester, ADOT Environmental Planner

» Dave Edwards, ADOT Right of Way

» Bill Fay, City of Maricopa

» Elijah Williams, Consultant Study Manager

» Jeremy Casteel, Consultant Environmental Planner

» Eunice Chan, Federal Highway Administration Area Engineer
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Meeting Purpose

» Provide an overview of the previously completed
alternative selection process

» Discuss progress made
» Present refinements to recommended alternative
» Meet with design team

» Have your questions answered and provide an
opportunity to incorporate your input




Project Area

» UPRR and SR 347 N
intersection

» The project areais
within the City of
Maricopa

McDavid Rd

Honeycutt Ave




Project Area

» UPRR and SR 347 ‘ |----I ; MPITE - |

i nte rseCt | on Smith Enke Road

~

» The project areais
within the City of
Maricopa

Maricopa

Honeycutt'Road

» The Heritage District

}
surrounds the /

intersection /
% AK-CHIN

» The Ak-Chin Indian ~ INDIAN COMMUNITY | 4w

Community is one- ==
half mile south of the o
project area

Porter Road

|
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Purpose

» The purpose of the project is to evaluate potential grade
separated crossings of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks and
recommend a solution that would improve access, mobility
and address congestion on SR 347.




I
Need

» The city of Maricopa is one of the fastest growing
communities in the nation

- Population has grown from 4,000 residents to 45,000
residents in the last decade

» SR 347 is the main transportation corridor through the
community, serving as a regional connector to major
employment and recreation areas

Daily traffic averages approximately 31,000 vehicles per day

Future traffic study projections (2040) show as many as
67,000 vehicles per day




I
Need

» SR 347 crosses the existing Union Pacific Railroad, which is
currently double tracked

« Currently about 40 trains per day
- Plans for more than 100 trains per day in the future

» Amtrak’s Maricopa Station is located adjacent to the
SR 347/UPRR intersection

- Passenger operations routinely stop traffic for 10 to 30 minutes
resulting in substantial traffic delays
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Alternatives

10 build alternatives were previously evaluated
- Three alternatives came from a 2007 Feasibility Study
- Seven additional concepts were evaluated

« No-build alternative
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Screening Results

Alignment Alternatives

Evaluation Criteria

AltA AltB AltC AlD ARtE AltF2 ARF3

Maintenance of Traffic/Constructability

Minimum Design Speed (Other Arterials)

Drainage/Floodplain Impacts

Cultural Resources

Physical and Natural Resources

Lane Miles/Future Maintenance

Section 4(f) Resources
Right-of-Way
Utility Conflicts

el |®
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Residential/Commercial Impacts

Traffic Operations

®
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Multi-Modal Transportation
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Preliminary Cost Estimate

Total Score

Highest Impact/ S SR—. ~ Moderate Impact/ —> Lowest Impact/

Worst Performance Ave Performance Best Performance

® 1pt 2pts 3pts o 4pts @® 5pts




I
Screening Results

- Three build alternatives, plus the no-build alternative
were recommended for further refinement/evaluation
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I
Alternative Development

The three alternatives were developed in greater
detail.

Roadway profiles refined

Right-of-way impacts

Environmental Assessment (Cultural, Biological, 4(f), Air
Quality, Noise/Visual, Drainage, etc.)

Construction cost estimates

Traffic operations (Intersection Level of Service Analysis)

Access to properties
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Alternative E (Not Recommended)
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I
Alternative F2 (Not Recommended)
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Alternative H (Recommended)
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National Environmental Policy Act Process

» Federal Law(s) requiring federal agencies or agencies
using federal funds to assess the environmental
effects of their proposed actions.

» Potential effects evaluated pertain to natural, social
and economic concerns.

» Process provides an opportunity for the public and
agencies to offer input and/or comment

» Assists in the final decision-making process




What is an Environmental Assessment (EA)?

» A document that is prepared to comply with the
National Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, which
includes:

The need and purpose of the project
The alternatives evaluated

The environmental impacts of the recommended
alternatives:

Land use, environmental justice, cultural resources,
hazardous materials, etc.

Coordination with agencies and the public




What is an Environmental Assessment (EA)?

» An EA is developed when the significance of potential project
impacts are uncertain. The result of the document is a Finding
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or the need for an
Environmental Impact Statement.

» The EA was completed in Spring 2015.

Public scoping meeting July 10, 2012, Public Alternatives
Overview meeting June 6, 2013, and Public Hearing
December 3, 2014.

Public input was considered during design and all
comments were recorded within the EA.

The Final EA and FONSI were signed by the Federal
Highway Administration on March 18, 2015.
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What do design revisions mean for the EA?

Design revisions will require the need for the continuation of
NEPA.

A Reevaluation of the EA will determine if the final EA and FONSI
remain valid.

Impacts susceptible to changes and under review will included,
but are not limited to: Land ownership and Land use,
Demographics and Environmental Justice, and Cultural
Resources.

Public input is important to this process. Comments and
questions will be addressed in the EA reevaluation. All
comments must be submitted by July 28, 2016.




I
TIGER Grant

(Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery)

» Federal grant program that funds infrastructure
improvements with the potential to promote economic

growth.
» State was awarded a $15 million grant to help fund the
SR 347 bridge over the railroad tracks

» Specific schedule deadlines must be met to be eligible to
receive federal funds.
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Cost Risk Assessment & Value Engineering

(CRAVE)

» Evaluates potential risks to completing the project and
develops mitigation strategies

» Looks at possible engineering alternatives that enhance
the overall value of the project
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Alternative H (Revised)
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Next Steps

Feasibility Study Report Completed in 2007

O
m
:_>| Alternatives Initial Design Final Design
— . : Development — Concept Report — Concept Report —
m Initial Scoping : . . .
(w) Environmental Draft Environmental Final Environmental
o Studies Study Study
% Summer 2012 Summer/Fall 2012 Winter 2014 Spring 2015
-<

We are here

Maintenance and
Monitoring

Design and
Reevaluation of EA

Right-of-way

C rs Construction
Acquisition

Summer 2016-2017 Summer 2016-2017 Fall 2017-2019 Winter 2019




I
Your input is Important

Comments must be received or postmarked by August 15 to
be included in the meeting record

Provide comments tonight

Mail in written comments

c/o SR347, 1655 W Jackson, #126F, Phoenix, AZ
85007

« Email comments — SR347@azdot.gov
« Phone-855.712.8530




Thank you
for attending




