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EDITOR’S NOTE
Welcome to the January 2023 BECO’s 

Quarterly Newsletter (Teaser).

And a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Because BECO’s Quarterly has been on a bit 
of a hiatus, this issue is meant to be a teaser for 

the upcoming year.

Please email me if you have suggestions on 
what you would like to see and read about.

As always, you will find stunning images from 
around Arizona, taken from the pages of 
ADOT’s “Arizona Highways Magazine”.  

Look for an article on ADOT’s “I17 
Improvement Project” with information on 

road closures and some helpful links for the 
most up-to-date information at your fingertips. 

You’ll also find an article from “American 
DBE Magazine” on pages 8-10 about Lane 

Construction Group and how they were 
recognized for Diversity Excellence.

And just for fun, some pages from a  
throwback issue of Arizona Highways 

Magazine from December 30, 1922. 

Hope you enjoy this issue!

Melanie Peterson
ADOT LPA/SR Program Manager

Photo on Left: Pronghorns make tracks across snow-covered grasslands 
north of Sonoita in Southern Arizona (AHM). By Norma Jean Gargasz
Cover Photo: Snow covers a saguaro skeleton amid healthy cactuses in 
Sabino Canyon, northeast of Tucson in the foothills of the Santa Catalina 
Mountains (AHM). By Norma Jean Gargasz
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      Cathedral Rock towers over a snowy landscape at Crescent Moon Ranch, a historic homestead in Sedona that now serves as a day-use area picnic site. By Derek von Briesen
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I 17 Improvement Project
Drivers who travel I-17 at night will need 
to plan ahead to avoid major delays as 
the highway is closed regularly during the 
weeknight overnight hours for controlled 
rock blasting over the next several 
months. The blasting is necessary work 
as part of the I-17 Improvement Project 
from Anthem Way to Sunset Point(link is 
external).I-17 improvement project

As part of a safety-based operation, 
the first full closures are scheduled for 
Wednesday, Nov. 30 from 10 to 11 p.m. 
and Thursday, Dec. 1 from 10 to 11 p.m. 
During the next approximately eight 
months, the full closures  will take place 
two to three times a week Mondays 
through Thursdays. 

Generally, blasting will occur between 
10 and 11 p.m. However, the window of 
time for this work to occur is between 
10 p.m. and 4 a.m. The start and end 

times of each closure could vary based on 
blast-site, weather and traffic conditions, 
or other unforeseen circumstances. 

On weeknights when controlled rock 
blasting is scheduled, crews will begin 
narrowing I-17 to a single lane in both 
directions at 7 p.m. and then fully 
close the highway after 10 p.m. Drivers 
should expect delays while crews set up 
traffic control, and use caution around 
construction personnel and equipment.

Motorists planning to travel on I-17 
during the overnight hours should leave 
early or delay travel to avoid the closures 
entirely. Motorists who travel between 
10 p.m. and 4 a.m. should expect to be 
impacted by the closures on nights when 
blasting occurs. Safety is the number 
one priority when conducting controlled 
rock blasting operations. The roadway 
cannot be reopened until the operation 
is completed successfully and all debris is 
cleared from the roadway.

More about the I-17 Improvement Project:

Once complete, the I-17 Improvement 
Project will help alleviate congestion and 
improve safety and traffic flow north of 
the metro Phoenix region. The 23 miles 
of improvements include 15 miles of 
roadway widening from Anthem Way to 
Black Canyon City. One travel lane will be 
added in each direction along this stretch. 
In addition, an eight-mile flex lane system 
will be constructed from Black Canyon 
City to Sunset Point. Flex lanes are a 
new feature for Arizona’s highway system 
and are proven technology to help reduce 
congestion on I-17 during peak travel times 
and allow for traffic movement during 
emergency situations.

The I-17 flex lanes will operate as a separate, 
two-lane roadway carrying one direction of 
traffic at a time depending on the greatest 
need along the steep, winding eight miles 
between Black Canyon City and Sunset 
Point. For example, the flex lanes will be 
able to carry heavy northbound traffic on 
a Friday or heavy southbound traffic on 
a Sunday. Similarly, ADOT will be able to 
open the flex lanes to accommodate traffic 
any time if a crash or other incident causes 
long delays.

The two flex lanes will be next to, but 
physically separated from southbound I-17 
using concrete barriers. Access to the flex-
lane entrances will be controlled by gates. 
Overhead message signs will alert drivers 
to the open direction of the flex lanes. The 
flex lanes will be operational seven days a 
week. 

For more information about the I-17 
Improvement Project, visit improvingi17.
com, call 877.476.1717 or email info@
improvingi17.com

Overhead message signs alerting drivers 
to the upcoming closures will be displayed 
ahead of the closure areas. These signs 
will also advise drivers to reduce speeds 
and prepare for stopped traffic.

The Arizona Department of Transportation 
is strongly encouraging everyone to stay 
informed about the weekly overnight full 
closures. 

Here’s how drivers can plan ahead:

Get real-time traffic conditions at 
AZ511.gov or by calling 511 (except 
while driving). You can also download 
the AZ511 app. Updates about the 
start of the closures and the reopening 
of the highway once the blasting and 
clearing operations are complete will be 
communicated in real time via AZ511 so 
drivers know what to expect. Field crews 
will be coordinating closely with ADOT’s 
Traffic Operations Center. 

Drivers can also consult AZ511 if they 
wish to take an alternate route.

To see the dates when controlled rock 
blasting is scheduled, visit the Traffic 
Alerts page on the project website, 
improvingi17.com.

Sign up for emailed traffic alerts via 
the pop-up box on the home page of 
improvingi17.com so you can plan your 
trips accordingly. 

Work crews will provide project 
information on work zone signage and 
overhead message boards along the I-17 
project corridor. 
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Lane Construction 
Recognized for                                                

Diversity Excellence
from American DBE Magazine, 2022 Issue III

Lane Construction Corporation (Lane), 
the U.S. subsidiary of Webuild Group, 
has an extensive history of building 
major highway projects across the 
Carolinas and in the states of Florida, 
Virginia, Washington, California and 
Texas. Engineering News Record (ENR) 
ranked the company as the 16th largest 
transportation contractor in 2021.

Lane’s extensive operations on 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
(USDOT) funded transportation 
projects require ongoing outreach and 
contract compliance initiatives related to 
administering the federal Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE) Program. 
Charlea Washington serves as Lane’s 
Compliance Manager and is the 
company’s DBE Liaison Officer. Her role 
requires leading the organization’s DBE 
Program administration and working 
closely with project managers to support 
and guide outreach and compliance 
activities on all projects. “The importance 
of my role is creating opportunities for 
small, diverse contractors, that they did 
not know existed; establishing, building, 
and maintaining relationships with the 
community and local agencies; and 
leading the training and development 
initiatives for our diverse contractors.”

In August 2022, the National Institute 
of Minority Economic Development 
(NIMED) recognized the work of 
Lane across the Southeast region at 
its Executive Networking Conference, 
held in Pinehurst, North Carolina. 
The company received the “Diversity 
Excellence” Award for strong outreach 
efforts and partnering with DBE firms to 
complete major infrastructure projects 
over the past several years. Lane has 
worked closely with one of NIMED’s core 
programs – The USDOT Office of Small 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization’s 
Small Business Transportation Resource 
Center - Mid-Atlantic Region (SBTRC).

Additionally, Lane has co-sponsored the 
USDOT Bonding Education Program 
along with the SBTRC for seven 
consecutive years since 2015. During 
this time, the program helped more than 
120 firms learn about the surety bonding 
process and improve their bonding 
capacity. Firms completing the program 
have grown their bonding capacity by 

$30.7 million and secured $13.9 million 
in construction-related contracts. 
“Lane has been a great partner since 
our first Bonding Education Program. 
They have been supportive and 
assertive in helping DBEs increase 
their bonding capacity and getting 
work on projects,” Mid-Atlantic 
Region SBTRC Program Manager 
Alyssa Mako said.

Lane partners with SBTRCs across 
the country and leverages the 
relationships to provide resources 
from its internal staff of Subject Matter 
Experts for subcontractors. Lane’s 
project staff also teach a variety of 
courses including Bidding, Estimating, 
Proposal Writing, Safety, Project 
Management and Compliance. These 
courses provide valuable information 
to potential subcontractors and offers 
businesses a direct contact within the 
Lane organization.
In addition to partnering with 
SBTRCs to conduct outreach and 
training, Washington relies on internal 
colleagues leading each project to 
administer the day-to-day activities 
to ensure DBEs have meaningful 
opportunities on Lane projects. 
Washington ensures successful 
administration of the DBE Program 
by its project executives through 
maintaining ongoing communication 
with them and providing training to 
project staff to keep everyone abreast 
of DBE Program regulations and 
potential challenges on any given 
project.

Washington’s role also includes 
building relationships with local 
resources, community groups and 
public agencies to understand the 
expectations of the communities 
where Lane plans to do business; and 
the expectations of clients regarding 
DBE Program administration and 
contract compliance. “Relationships 
are extremely important to any 
business, internal and external! I like 
to be intentional by being compliant 
with the agencies, attending 
and participating in community 
activities, and researching initiatives 
that are in line with our business 
operations,” Washington said. Lane’s 
extensive number of major projects 
offer significant subcontracting 
opportunities to DBE firms. Some 
of these firms go on to build ongoing 
relationships with Lane project staff 
and first tier subcontractors. Lane 
will continue its efforts in the South 
Atlantic Region to keep pace with 
ongoing projects (including tunnel 
work) with a total contract value of 
more than $2 billion in North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Washington D.C. 
and Virginia. Some of the projects 
include a $441 million 495 Express 
Lanes Northern Extension (NEXT) 
project in Northern Virginia, and a 
$181 million I-85 Widening Phase III 
project in South Carolina. Additional 
projects in North Carolina include a 
$346 million I-440 Widening project, 
a $260 million I-77/I-40 Interchange 
Improvements & Reconstruction 
project, a $403 million Lane Blythe
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Photo previous page: Supplier Diversity Contract 
Compliance Manager Charlea Washington (left) accepts the 
Diversity Excellence Award on behalf of Lane Construction 
Group from National Institute for Minority Economic 
Development CEO Kevin Price at the 2022 Executive 
Networking Conference. (American DBE Magazine)

JV project to Complete I-540, and 
a $236 million project to widen 
I-40 26 miles from I-85 in Orange 
County to the Durham County Line.

PullenBoy Hauling (PullenBoy) is 
a Raleigh, N.C. based DBE firm 
that has found success in building 
a relationship with Lane as a 
subcontractor.  PullenBoy won its 
first major hauling contract with 
Lane Construction in 2021 working 
on the NCDOT Complete 540 
project. The husband-and-wife 
team of Jarvis and Dannesia Pullen 
began building a relationship with 
Lane project staff while working as 
a second-tier hauler on the NCDOT 
I-440 Beltline Widening project. 
PullenBoy is performing 
well on the contract and 
made a positive impression 
with Lane project managers. 

Based on this experience, Lane 
estimators reached out to PullenBoy 
to request a quote for the Complete 
540 project, a large project to 
complete the final portion of the 
Raleigh outer belt. PullenBoy 
submitted a quote and received a $3.5 
million contract to provide hauling 
services. “Although we were not as 
large as some of the other companies 
bidding on the project, Lane gave 
us a chance and were willing to 
work with a smaller company. The 
project is going extremely well, 
and it has been a great experience 
so far,” Dannesia Pullen said.

Washington believes these types 
of opportunities is what the DBE 
Program is all about. “A successful 
DBE working with Lane is a DBE 
who understands that the program 
is a steppingstone to greater 
things,” she said. Washington also 
encourages all contractors to operate 
with a holistic, intentional approach 
and gain understanding of business 
operations from the field to the back 
office. She believes this approach will 
yield greater opportunities in growth 
and development. She said: “At Lane 
we take the DBE regulation seriously; 
however, we also know that not all 
contractors have the resources to 
sustain their business operations. This 
is why we partner with the SBTRCs, 
the governing agencies, and local 
organizations to provide additional 
resources to help them succeed.”

PullenBoy Hauling owners Dannesia and Jarvis Pullen.
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The Rose Tree Museum in the famous wild 
west town of Tombstone, Arizona displays 
a fine collection of historic artifacts and 
materials, but the real attraction is the 
backyard rose bush which is the largest in 
the world.

Planted in 1885 with cuttings from a”Lady 
Banksia Rose” that had been sent from 
Scotland, as the tree was first declared the 
“world’s largest” in the late 1930’s and has 
only continued to grow since then. The 

canopy of the bush-cum-tree now covers 
nearly 5,000 feet of space and is elevated 
from the ground by a series of wooden and 
steel supports. Each year, after the shed 
husks are cleaned out from around the 
base of the tree, the plant blossoms with 
clusters of small white roses. As weather 
permits, visitors are welcome to visit the 
museum and spend a lunch beneath the 
scenic green roof. More information can 
be found on the Rose Tree Museum’s 
website tombstonerosetree.com

INTERESTING FINDS in Arizona Crossword Puzzle “AZ  FINDS”Crossword Puzzle “AZ  FINDS”

ACROSS

1:     Limestone caves with spectacular 
        showcase chambers

3:    Rippling sand dunes frozen in 
        the Arizona rock
 
7:    A self-built castle made by 
        a mysterious man

9:    Ancient pueblos built into a 
        natural canyon wall

10:  Dessert-Colored Waterfalls

ACROSS

1:     Limestone caves with spectacular 
        showcase chambers

3:    Rippling sand dunes frozen in 
        the Arizona rock
 
7:    A self-built castle made by 
        a mysterious man

9:    Ancient pueblos built into a 
        natural canyon wall

10:  Dessert-Colored Waterfalls

ACROSS

1:     Limestone caves with spectacular 
        showcase chambers

3:    Rippling sand dunes frozen in 
        the Arizona rock
 
7:    A self-built castle made by 
        a mysterious man

9:    Ancient pueblos built into a 
        natural canyon wall

10:  Dessert-Colored Waterfalls

DOWN

2:    Dramatic river bend surrounds 
        a natural red-rocked pedestal

4:    The highest point in Arizona

5:    An urban laboratory

6:    Extinct Volcano Observatory

8:    A Shakespearian tragedy on Route 66

NOTE: Answers are (mostly) two words, 
just omit the space. :)

DOWN

2:    Dramatic river bend surrounds 
        a natural red-rocked pedestal

4:    The highest point in Arizona

5:    An urban laboratory

6:    Extinct Volcano Observatory

8:    A Shakespearian tragedy on Route 66

NOTE: Answers are (mostly) two words, 
just omit the space. :)

DOWN

2:    Dramatic river bend surrounds 
        a natural red-rocked pedestal
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Rose Tree Museum - Tombstone, Arizona
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWER KEY
ACROSS: 1:  Kartchner Caverns
3:  The Wave 
7:  Mystery Castle
9:  Walnut Canyon 
10: Grand Falls

DOWN: 2: Horseshoe Bend 
4: Humphreys Peak 
5: Arcosanti 
6: Roden Crater
8: Two Guns

LPA DBE Compliance Information, Questions & Concerns:

Bid Verifications, Certifications of Final Payment (COP), 
Federal Reporting (Monthly, Semi-Annual and Annual)

DBE Goal Assessment Related Questions

Technical Concerns & AZ UTRACS

 

USEFUL CONTACTinformation

Melanie Peterson
LPA/SR Program Manager
mpeterson2@azdot.gov

LPA Contractor Compliance Inbox
lpacontractorcompliance@azdot.gov

DBE Contract Goals Inbox 
dbecontractgoals@azdot.gov

Manuel Rodriguez (Manny)*
Management Analyst III
mrodriguez5@azdot.gov

*Please always cc mpeterson2@azdot.gov and becotechnologygroup@azdot.gov
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DECEMBER 1965: Heavy snow bends the 
boughs of evergreens near Arizona Snowbowl 
in the San Francisco Peaks. This Darwin Van 

Campen shot was titled “World in White”.


