


What we’ll cover:

• Must-haves for any website
• Most useful features of byway websites
• Bird’s eye view of tech options​
• Working with partners 
• Content preparation before hiring designers/developers
• Q & A​



WHO IS YOUR IDEAL 
VISITOR?

Families

Locals

Preservationists

History Enthusiasts

Outdoor lovers

Adventurers

Cyclists & Recreation

RV’rs

WHAT TO INCLUDE TO 
GET THEIR ATTENTION​ :

Great photos

Interesting itineraries

Tell your story!

Videos

Maps

Testimonials

The sky’s the limit based on 
why people are traveling your 
Byway

WHY ARE THEY 
TRAVELING YOUR 
BYWAY?
Coming to see a specific 
attraction, retailer, lodging 
establishment, restaurant 
along your Byway?

On the way to somewhere 
else?

Locals who don’t know 
what’s there (yet)?

Take a 30,000’ view before you dive in!





• Fast
• Engaging
• Intuitive





GMSB pic showing 
West Orange Trail



This byway features 
interactive trail maps 
alongside the byway 
map.





























• Floridablackbearscenicbyway.org
• FBBSB.org

• Riveroflakesheritagecorridor.org
• ROLHC.org

Make a shortened
domain name:













Credit to photographer

















































• Website Builder
• CMS Templates
• Custom CMS

Common Bases for Byway Sites



Website Builder (Wix)

• Good if you need to do it yourself 
• All-in-One servers, hosting, etc.
• Just load your content & it’s up quickly



WordPress CMS Template

• Phenomenal Support – easy to find plugins that work

• Easy Ramp-up for use compared to other platforms

• Many hosting companies work very well with it.





Custom WordPress CMS

• No Bloat that will slow your site or its SEO 
• Enhanced Creativity/unique look
• Make updates to the platform and input by 

the client much easier. 



Security
• Sucuri is the overall best recommendation 

for quick way to get up and running. 
This plugin works with any website.

• WordFence is less expensive but still good, 
but only works with WordPress.



ADA Compliance
• Consider color blindness & contrast in initial design

• Alt-tags for images help also help SEO–
do it as you go

• Don’t have “orphaned pages” –
IE, pages with no link to them



ADA Compliance
• Users should be able to tab through your navigation. If you 

don’t do something strange, most templates accommodate 
this.

• ADA plugins help – UserWay is the #1 Free plugin. 

• Acessibe is more in-depth, but costs $50 per site, monthly, 
so this is a high-end option.



SEO (Search Engine Optimization)

Ensuring good SEO can be confusing, 
and it’s constantly changing.



SEO (Search Engine Optimization)

• Do your best to optimize speed early on
• Google penalizes your rank if you are slow 

on desktop OR mobile, esp. in past 2 years

• Content is King with SEO – make good blogs

• Consistency in posting new material 



Maintenance Plans

• WP Engine – Wordpress hosting
• Companies with their own servers
• Wix, etc. have their own hosting



Artists/Designers
• AIGA runs programs to support grassroots orgs
• Check in with local colleges
• If photographers donate work – give credit
• You need a designer, at whatever level, who will work with 

you to express your story visually.



Programmers
• You need usability & design, and this most

likely will not occur with only a programmer

• Your programmer/team should educate & empower
you to maintain content on your site

• Look at the plan for sustaining the site when 
complete.



A GENTLE REMINDER:

It’s the Byway’s responsibility to get people 
to drive the Byway; but it’s your partners’ 
responsibility to get people through their 
door.



66 Presentation Title 20XX



Byway partners claim their Google
Business Profile listings, mention Byway 
name in location info.

www.google.com/business



KEY ITEMS A WEBSITE DESIGNER WILL NEED

• Other websites you like as inspiration

• Key points of your story (discuss with your members)

• Vision & Mission

• Social links, Sponsors/Partners 

• Text content: itineraries, history, byways highlighted sites – if you 
already have this. If not, start thinking ahead of spending work time

• Think about items you may be willing to maintain – do you want a 
blog? Do you want a calendar of events?



Time for Q & A!
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