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Frequently Asked Questions

Rural Public Transit Grant Webinar - Monday, December 22, 2025

Webinar Recording: https://vimeo.com/1152979606?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci

QUESTIONS and COMMENTS

RESPONSES

1. We are needing new computer
equipment and will need to add
this to capital or operating in our
grant application?

One time capital purchases are
considered capital requests. Ongoing
licenses for a computer program or
service would be considered an operating
request.

2. When will the 2026-2028
application be available in
eGrants?

The 2026 Rural Public Transit Grant was
made available in eGrants on December
17, 2025. Follow the shared presentation
slidedeck or the eGrants subrecipient
guidebook for instructions on initiating a
new application.

3. What's going on with demand
response service and 5339
vehicles?

Demand response routes are no longer
eligible for 5339 capital funding.
Subrecipients will submit ONE grant
application for the rural public transit
grant and ADOT will determine what
projects are funded with what grant
funding based on eligibility and
availability of funds. Demand response
routes are still eligible for other avenues
of funding, like 5311.

4. What is the match ratio for
operating?

58 Federal / 42 Local




. Tribes seeking to transfer funds to
the FTA need to provide matching
funds in the grant app?

Tribal entities will need to identify in the
application the anticipated local funds
that will be used to cover the local match
needed for your request. This is the same
as all Rural Public applicants. However,
Tribal entities have the option to request
that they have their award transferred to
FTA.

. Do demand response service only
agencies need to enter anything
under GTFS in the app?

No.

. What does combining the 5311
and 5339 application look like?

Rural subrecipients will submit one
application every two years to request
two years of admin, operating, planning,
preventive maintenance, complementary
paratransit, and other capital projects.
ADOT will determine the funding sources
and amount to be funded every year
based on available funds and eligibility of
projects. 5307 small urban agencies will
continue to submit an application to the
5307/5339 grant every year.

. Will capital projects be limited to 3
projects per year?

Generally, yes agencies will be limited to
3 capital projects per year in the grant
application, or 6 for two-year cycle.

. Will this year’s 5339 requests be
announced before the closure of
the rural public transit grant app?

Yes. ADOT anticipates sending out the
2025 application preliminary awards by
the end of January 2026.

10.Do | need to specify which year |

want my vehicle to be replaced?

Yes, indicate year 1 or year 2 with the
appropriate selection in the column in
eGrants.

11.1s ADOT aware of issues with

operating/intercity lines not
calculating correctly in the grant
application?

Yes, ADOT is aware of issues with
operating/intercity lines calculating
correctly in the grant application and are
working to get this corrected.

12. Are we required to host our public

meeting in person?

ADOT encourages subrecipients to
engage with the public with a hybrid
combination of meeting options.
However, the guidebook does not require
in-person meetings. Please utilize




strategies for public engagement that
make the most sense for your community.

13.We currently operate a service that
focuses disabled and seniors. We
allow all to utilize the service, but
we give priority to seniors and the
disabled. Would we qualify to
apply for funding in this grant?

To receive rural public transit funds, an
agency must follow all FTA and Arizona
requirements around operating public
service. No, you would not be able to
prioritize nor deny any service to any
individual. However, ADOT encourages
you to apply, with the requirement that
any service funded via this channel will
be open to the entire public.

14.Does the Title VI plan need to be
finalized and board approved
before submitting the grant
application?

No, the plan does not need to be finalized
and board approved before the grant
application is submitted. Please use the
2026 template available online:
https://azdot.gov/business/title-vi-program

Then, submit your draft plan in your
application. ADOT’s Civil Rights Office
will review and work with you on any
edits. After CRO approves, you will then
need to work with your board (or follow
your local government’s process) to
finally approve the plan.

15.We operate a service that is not
funded by Federal dollars but is
included in the State’s NTD report.
Are vehicles for this route eligible
for replacement with this funding?

ADOT reports on all routes for
subrecipients that are not self-reporters
including routes that are not public transit
or eligible for rural public transit funding.
If your route is not eligible under the
Rural Public program, then you can not
request the replacement vehicle for an
ineligible route.

16.1 cannot find blank grant
agreement or attorney
determination forms on eGrants to
download and sign. Where can |
locate these forms?

Please save each exhibit page first, and
then the “Print Version” button will appear
at the top right corner of the page. Please
reach out if this does not fix the issue as
it may be a technical problem.

17.1f we do not submit by the
deadline, is there a way we can
apply on the half cycle or move
forward as a pilot program?

Only applications submitted by the
deadline will be considered for this
funding opportunity. If there are items or




documents in your application that will not
be submitted by the deadline, such as
awaiting approval by your council or
board, please attach a note indicating
when you expect to have the document
completed. There will not be an
opportunity to apply for Rural Public
Transit Funding until this application
re-opens in two years.

18. Are there alternative ADOT grants
for transit?

The transit group manages the following
applications for transit applicants: Rural
Public Transit, Bus and Bus Facilities,
and Seniors and Individuals with
Disabilities. Programmatic information
can be found on the transit website.

19. Where would we get the CAR
agreement number?

The CAR Agreement Number will
populate after the grant is executed.

20. s a feasibility study needed for a
new applicant?

A transit feasibility or assessment study is
required to be eligible for rural public
transit funding. This study needs to be
recent and demonstrate the need and
justification of the proposed service.
Please communicate with your
COG/MPO for transit coordination and
planning.

21.Can we request CARES funding?

No, you cannot request CARES funding.
ADOT awards unspent CARES funding
upon availability.

22.\We are waiting on expansion
vehicles. Do we need to add them
to our vehicle list in the grant
application?

There is no need to add vehicles that
have not been delivered.

23.The planning and capital requests
pages aren’t populating in my
grant application. How do | fix this?

In the program information page of your
grant application, you will find a list of
checkboxes at the bottom of the page.
Please use these checkboxes to create
planning, vehicle, and capital request
pages.




